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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
August 18, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Marianne Iarossi, Catie Childs, Joe Rodrigues, Emilie Schuler

Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings
Priest Street Lot 2A, 190-0596, Continued NOI
Present: Isaac Low, Tom DiPersio
Abutters: Amy Hudson (20 Marychris Dr), Colin Parham (18 Priest St)

The applicant submitted a new plan removing the septic system, connecting to an existing forced main to town sewer, and only cutting trees within 30 feet of the house.  The limit of work has been reduced to 30 feet from the house and grading changes to accommodate the septic system have been eliminated. The final sewer connection will be done by Steve Poole, the engineer who installed the pipe.  
Paul Byrne asked how to distinguish the 100-year floodplain so that future owners don’t expand into it. He also asked about leak detection in the forced main.  Joe Rodrigues asked about cleanout around the building.  Details of the sewer installation will be designed by the engineer.

Abutter Amy Hudson expressed concern about encroachments into the flood plain.  Abutter Colin Parham asked if the pipe would be able to safely handle two additional houses.  Tom DiPersio said it is very common to have many houses on a forced main. 

Paul Byrne moved to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with a Special Condition requiring the applicant to come before the Commission on September 15 with the sewer connection plan for approval.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 4-0-2

Discussion: Fort Meadow Reservoir Drawdown
Present: Michael Kaczmarek (Hudson Fort Meadow Reservoir Commissioner)
Michael Kaczmarek reported that the reservoir is down 18 inches this year because of the drought and that the Fort Meadow Reservoir Commission recommends not doing the drawdown this year. Paul Byrne moved to recommend not to drawdown the reservoir this year, second by Emilie Schuler, vote 6-0-0

4 Cabot Road, RDA
The applicant proposes to install a gas line in the Buffer Zone to an intermittent stream and associated Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  Work will be done in pavement and a small area of grassy berm. Trenching will be limited to the length that can be completed and backfilled in one day. Paul Byrne asked if there will be a brook crossing.  There will be a crossing beneath the culvert. Paul Byrne moved to issue a negative determination with the condition that the catch basins are protected when doing the work.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 6-0-0. The applicant will call Pam Helinek to inspect erosion controls before starting work.
Highland Commons, Enforcement Order, 190-0481
Present: Matt Oates (Benderson Development), Gene Crouch (VHB), Carolyn MacDonald (Berlin Conservation Commission)

Matt Oates reported that the Berlin Conservation Commission approved a proposed mitigation plan last night.  The plan includes invasive removal, installation of bluebird nest boxes, installation of pipes to help recharge two wetland systems, and plantings of native shrubs and wildflowers. They will also clean up an old dirt bike trail and build check dams along the access road to prevent erosion.  
Mitigation options for Hudson were discussed.  CR Environmental can survey Tripps Pond and take sediment cores to determine what is in the pond and what should be removed for $8-9000.  Permitting costs to dredge the pond are estimated to take 6-9 months and cost $50-55,000 in consultant fees.  There is not enough money in the mitigation fund to do the dredging operations.  If less than 100 cubic yards need to be dredged, permitting and dredging costs are reduced, but it is more likely that at least a half acre of area will need to be dredged.  One option would be to do the permitting, which is good for five years and put the remaining money in a dredging fund.  The Commission would have 5 years to find other sources of money to add to the fund.  Paul Byrne made a motion to do the initial pond survey and report back to the Commission at the September 15th or October 6 meeting. 
Administrative Business
Minutes – August 4, 2016

Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes from Aug 4, 2016, second by Catie Childs, vote 5-0-1.
Discussion – Trees at 143 Broad Street
The condomimiums at 143 Broad Street want to cut 7 trees along the edge of the vegetated Buffer Zone that they think are hazardous.  Pam Helinek was comfortable giving administrative approval for 5 of the trees, but wanted an arborist report for two large red maples near the stream.  An arborist submitted a report stating that the trees had been compromised during construction and were consequently unhealthy and should be removed.  David Mercer has inspected the trees and agrees with this conclusion.  Paul Byrne made a motion to allow the trees to be cut as long as no heavy equipment is used.  Second by David Mercer, vote 6-0-0.

Discussion – Danforth Conservation Land

CPA funds will not be able to be used for Danforth Conservation Land because it was not purchased with CPA funds and the title does not say “conservation and passive recreation” but just “conservation”.  The parking lot expansion will still be done – the Recreation Division has extra funds it could spend and DPW has offered to do the work with extra materials they have from road projects. However any additional work will need to be funded by the Conservation Commission or other funding sources need to be found.  Pam Helinek is currently trying to get an estimate for removal of poison ivy that is overgrowing the trail. 

Discussion – Wetlands Bylaw public information sessions

The Wetlands Bylaw article will be submitted for the Town Meeting Warrant next week.  The Commission will hold public information sessions at their September 15 and October 6 meetings. 
Adjournment

Paul Byrne moved to adjourn at 8:27 PM.  Second by Marianne Iarossi, vote 6-0-0.
5

